Nottingham Knightly News
November 4, 2020
Dear Nottingham Families,
Thanks to all of you for your continued patience. This is a very difficult time for all of us.
Level one students returned to school today. As I am sure you have heard by now, Level
2 students – kindergarten -- which the central office had projected to begin November 12,
has been paused for the remainder of the calendar year. I will be sure to share any
information relative to a new proposed start date when it becomes available. Additionally,
you may find the APS Covid-19 dashboard at
https://www.apsva.us/school-year-2020-21/aps-covid-19-dashboard/.
Report cards will be issued November 20 via ParentVue. Nottingham uses
standards-based reporting. If you are new to Nottingham, please refer to this parent
guide for more information on standards-based reporting and how we report progress.
This quarter, you may see more “insufficient evidence” for two possible reasons. First, it
may mean that the teacher has not sufficiently covered the standard yet but continues to
work on it with the class. This will be communicated through class newsletters or through
the comments section on the report card. Second, a teacher will use “insufficient
evidence” if the student has not demonstrated consistent performance. If it’s the latter,
your child’s teacher either shared that with you already or will note it through comments.
Music, Art, and T-Shirt Distribution: On Thursday, November 5 and Thursday,
November 12 we will be having another round of materials pick up for APS Music and Art
kits and our new t-shirts provided by the PTA. This distribution will look a little
different than previous ones so please read carefully. For those of you who are
picking up library books, library pick up is from 3:30 to 6:00PM and will follow similar
procedures. Please go to the main entrance for your books. The other materials will be
located along the kindergarten playground and you may walk over to get your kits and
shirts. Please maintain social distancing and wear a mask. If you are not picking up library
books, you may use our drive-through service by pulling up along Ohio Street. Please
display your child's name and grade level on a piece of paper on the front windshield or
on the passenger window of your car and we will run the supplies to your car. It does not
require you to get out. We will be available from 3:30 to 6:00PM on both days.
LIBRARY PICK UP UPDATED TIME: Thursdays 3:30-6:00PM. T
 he rest of the process
will remain the same. We ask that you place a hold on your books by 1:00 on
Wednesdays. Remember when searching in the catalog to select books with the green
IN flag. Otherwise, those books are checked out to another patron and will not be
available yet for checkout. It's always a good idea to check your account before coming

to pick up books to make sure they have moved from the HOLDS page to the CHECKED
OUT page. That way, you will know the books are checked out to your student and are
ready for pickup.
Books from this year or last year may be returned at the Thursday pick up times OR may
be placed in the red book return bin located in the lobby in front of the office. If you have
any questions, please contact Nicole Gustafson nicole.gustafson@apsva.us or Regina
Koehler regina.koehler@apsva.us.
Our next virtual parent coffee will be on Thursday, November 12 from 8:00-8:45AM.
Conversation with Instructional Coaches (assessment, instruction, gifted services) will be hosted by
our reading specialists Teal Miles and Katie Oby, math coach Kristin Muller and resource teacher for
the gifted, Ryan Van Valen. Please use this form to pre-submit any questions you may have. A
link to the meeting will be provided next week. We hope to see you there!
Support our Online Book Fair: November 13 – 22, 2020: Support Nottingham while
finding the perfect book or game for your child at our annual Nottingham book fair! This
year’s book fair will be on-line. Simply go here  anytime between Friday, November 13
and Sunday, November 22. Books will be mailed directly to your house, and all proceeds
from the book fair support Nottingham. If you have any questions, please email
Bookfair@nespta.org.
Link to Online Book Fair Flyer
Be sure to visit our Nottingham PTA website for updates, newsletters and other information.
Some upcoming dates:
●
●
●
●

November
November
November
November

10 Tuesday
11 Wednesday
20 Friday
25-27

PTA Meeting, 7:00PM
Veteran’s Day – No School
Report Cards posted to ParentVue
Thanksgiving Holiday

Thanks,
Eileen

Reminders
Transition to Hybrid Instruction We are beginning to plan for the transition to hybrid
instruction. I’ve received numerous requests from you that students be allowed to remain
with their current teacher when the hybrid model opens up. Our goal is to do just that. It
just depends on a few factors -- whether the teacher is granted his or her preference; if a
family decision contradicts with the teacher’s actual final placement; and, if the teacher is
needed at a different grade level. Unfortunately, I cannot guarantee a placement. I will

say, however, that no classroom changes will be put into effect until we move to a
different model. As soon as we have updates to share, we will communicate with
families directly. Attached are two pictures of a typical grade level classroom set up for
the hybrid model. Also, here is a brief video with an example of a hybrid classroom. Please
work with your child(ren) to ensure they are ready for the following daily requirements:
●
●
●
●

participate in health screening (bus stop, door of entry, parent vehicle)
wear masks throughout the day, except when actively eating
maintain social distancing of at least six feet
follow entrance and exit protocols (note: playground use will not be permitted
before or after school)

Based on the APS Dashboard and the APS Hybrid/In-Person Model page for additional
information. This is a fluid situation and things are frequently being updated. I encourage you to
continue to visit the APS Hybrid/In-person Model page There you will find a very
helpful FAQ which will help you answer any new questions.
APS is seeking input on the proposed 2021-22 calendar until October 30. The
current plan is to have the final calendar proposal go to the School Board for information
at the November 17, 2020 meeting and go for approval at the December 3, 2020
meeting. This will allow a final calendar to be approved more than a month earlier than
last year. The link follows: 2021-2022 Calendar Survey
IMPORTANT!! New Library Book Pickup Schedule: We are delighted that so many
families have had an opportunity to check out books through our new virtual process.
Starting this week, we will be adding an additional time for families. Library book pickup
will now be available on Thursdays 2:30-3:30PM and 5:30-6:30PM.
Teachers will take attendance each day. As a reminder, we begin each day at 9:00 AM
and conclude at 2:20 PM. Additionally, you are encouraged to email our Attendance Line
(attendance.ntm@groups.apsva.us) when an absence is unexpected and prearranged
notification was not possible. The following are generally considered excused absences:
illness, quarantine of student, doctor or dentist appointments, death in the family, observance
of a religious holiday, court appointments, inclement weather emergencies, connection issues
while in virtual learning, and severe family emergencies. We need to note other absences as
unexcused. Finally, we will contact families when a student has two absences or when
absences, tardiness and early departures begin to accumulate.

